
AMENDED PRE – TRIAL MEMORANDUM 

 At least five (5) days prior to the actual trial date for each contested case, please 

e-mail to me (peggr@circuit19.org) copies of the following documents: 

 1) Financial affidavit of your client 

 2) Child support guideline worksheet 

 3)  Pre –Trial Position Statement 

 The usual joint Pre - Trial Statement filed by both parties is not really helpful in 

making the findings of fact necessary to dispose of all the issues.  They do identify the 

issues, but are not specific enough to be used for decision making.  I would much prefer 

a Pre-Trial Position Statement by each side. 

 This document should be very specific regarding the relief requested.  For 
instance, if your client is requesting an alimony award, the factors in §61.08 should be 
listed with the reasons why each section applies to your client.  If your client opposes 
the award, he/she should be just as specific as to why the other spouse is not entitled to 
such an award. 

  Equitable Distribution 

 The proposed disposition of any property should be included in this document.  It 
should include the description of the property, the value, when acquired, and reason for 
entitlement.  Any property not specifically listed, will in all probability placed into a catch-
all category and awarded to one spouse or the other as part of the equitable distribution. 

  Real estate 

 Any real estate should have the purchase price and date; any outstanding 
mortgages; opinion of fair market value and supportive reasoning; proposed distribution; 
and reason for opposing proposed distribution of the other spouse. 

  Parenting plans 

 Proposed parenting plans should also be very specific and detailed.  It is 
important to include the reasoning of each spouse as to why the proposed plan of the 
other spouse was unacceptable and could not be amicably resolved. 

 A parenting plan set by a judge often results in one party perceiving themselves 
as the “winner” and the other as the “loser”.  I am encouraging the parties to resolve as 
many issues regarding the parenting plan as humanly possible.  The chances of 
voluntary compliance with the provisions of an agreed parenting plan are much superior 
to that of a court imposed plan. 

 It appears that a great deal of litigation surrounds the issue of parenting plans 
and time sharing.  If the parents have made a real effort, but simply cannot agree to the 
terms, then I will be glad to make the decisions. However, please advise your clients, 
that once it is done, I will entertain any requests to enforce the provisions of the 
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parenting plan against the non-compliant party, by an award of attorney’s fees and 
costs, civil contempt, and indirect criminal contempt. 

 4) Exhibits 

 Any exhibits that will be offered in evidence at trial particularly regarding financial 
statements, accounting packages, etc.  These are particularly helpful to me in drafting a 
final judgment days or weeks after actually hearing the evidence.  Please send only 
those exhibits which have been agreed to by opposing counsel.  Any exhibit that is 
more than 10 pages should be delivered to my office and not e-mailed.  The sending of 
exhibits is not mandatory!  It is simply a request by me so that I can come to the trial 
with a good idea of the issues and your position.   

____________________ 

 I want to assure you that I am not attempting to “re-invent the wheel” or am 
making procedural changes just because I am new on the job.  My goal in requesting 
these documents is simply to get final judgments written and filed as quickly as 
possible.   

 The more documents I have to review will assist my limited memory in making a 
final decision based upon the evidence presented at trial.  I want to make my notes 
directly on the exhibits that I can throw away after entering the final judgment. 

____________________ 

 Failure to comply with the pre –trial order setting the case for docket call and this 
memo, may cause the case to be stricken from the docket entirely and set by proper 
notice at a later time.  If only one party has failed to meet the requirements of the pre-
trial order and this memo, then the trial date will in all probability be set at the 
convenience of the complying party. 

 PLEASE DO NOT NOTICE YOUR CASE FOR TRIAL UNTIL YOU ARE 
ACTUALLY READY TO GO !! 

____________________ 

 Temporary Relief 

 Provisions of Administrative Order 2015 – 12(VI)(D)(2), dated December 2, 2015, 
of the 19th Circuit, require mediation prior to scheduling the hearing, however, there is a 
provision to waive this requirement upon good cause shown with a separate written 
motion. 

 Mediation 

 Mediation is required any trial or hearing which is expected to take more than 
one hour to resolve.  Motions requiring one hour or more will be placed on the next trial 
docket for scheduling during that trial period. 



 Finally, I would be glad to discuss any pending cases with attorneys privately at 
almost any time.  Please contact Barbara at (772) 770-5050 or michaudb@circuit19.org, 
and let her know about a time convenient for both of you. 

 I will not be able to speak with any of the attorneys privately without opposing 
counsel present even on non – case related matters.  Please do not ask the bailiff to 
come back to the office unless opposing counsel is coming with you. 
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