
JUDGE SHERWOOD BAUER, JR. 

FAMILY COURT PROCEDURES 

Amended Administrative Order 07-13 

Please review this Circuit’s Administrative Order 07-13. 

Scheduling Hearings – UMC/Special Set Hearings  (READ THIS) 

DO NOT use the online calendar system to schedule all UMC and Special Set hearings.   

ATTORNEYS:  All (including UMC) hearings must be scheduled by contacting Judicial Assistant : Ula 

Sullivan at 863-763-1122, until January 1, 2016, and thereafter at 772-462-2761 or by e-mail contact with 

her at sullivanu@circuit19.org  

PRO-SE/SELF REPRESENTED: All (including UMC) hearings must be scheduled by going to the 19th 

Judicial Circuit website, www.circuit19.org, and click onto the “Family Forms, Form A” link. You will see 

the online forms section, click on the “Form A – Family Case Inquiry / Update, St. Lucie County” link.  

Complete the form and click “Send.”   

Please note all UMC Hearings are 10 minutes or less and are non-evidentiary in nature.  UMC dates are on 

the judge’s calendar and are usually on Mondays and Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m.  Pro-Se matters will be set on 

Tuesdays, during regularly scheduled Pro-Se hearings. 

Special Set hearings (generally evidentiary in nature) must be cleared with opposing counsel and a 

certificate that the date and time was coordinated with the opposing counsel/party must be clearly reflected 

on your Notice of Hearing. You may obtain possible hearing dates and times by contacting Ula Sullivan or 

by use of the “Form A” for Pro-Se cases.  All Special Set hearings will be conducted on Mondays, except 

Pro-Se cases, which will be set on Tuesdays. 

ATTORNEYS:  YOU MUST provide via e-mail a copy of the motion, any proposed Orders, and Notice of 

Hearing in Word Format to sullivanu@circuit19.org, within 5 (five) working days of obtaining the 

possible date/time – failure to do so will result in the Court striking that possible date/time and providing 

that time to another.  You will receive an email notification of that consequence if it occurs.   Please provide 

all e-mail addresses if available so that any Orders/Final Judgments can be provided to all parties.  Should 

you not have an e-mail address please provide self-addressed stamped envelopes to the Court the day of 

your hearing. 

You may also send/efile any case law with the motion which you think may be helpful to the Court.  I have 

no opposition to you highlighting the relevant portions of any text.  Please make available to the opposing 

party. 

All motions must have been filed with the Clerk of Court BEFORE you contact this office for hearing time.   

 

mailto:sullivanu@circuit19.org
http://www.circuit19.org/
mailto:sullivanu@circuit19.org


Telephonic Attendance at Family Court Hearings 

Telephonic attendance at Family Court Hearings is permitted (see below for specifics) by using the 

CourtCall system.  Please note there is a charge for using this system.  Call or visit CourtCall for details at 

888-882-6878 or www.courtcall.com.   

Specific permitted telephonic appearances:  All non-evidentiary hearings of ½ hour or less.  This means 

that for all hearings over ½ hour the attorney’s must be present in court. 

Pleadings 

Please note, all original pleadings must be filed with the Clerk of Court. It is not this office’s responsibility 

to file original pleadings.  The Court will only file the orders of the Court with the Clerk of Court, and 

possibly documents received by the Court relating to a case, but that requires no action. 

Family Mediation: 

Family mediation involves parties to a divorce, paternity, or similar family matter. Parties having a 

combined income of up to $100,000.00 may utilize the 19th Judicial Circuit Mediation Program. The 

mediators assist parties in identifying issues, solutions and alternatives, always keeping in mind the best 

interests of their children when children are involved. The mediator’s objective during the session is to help 

parties reach a mutually acceptable agreement on disputed issues: parenting arrangements, child support, 

property/debt division, and other issues. Please see our Mediation Program Tab on the Nineteenth Judicial 

Circuit website for further information. 

Family Mediation Order and Motions to Compel: 

When submitting an order of referral to Family Mediation, your cover letter must state the combined income 

for the parties and that both parties have current financial affidavits of record. Please use the form Order of 

Referral to Family Mediation. 

If there is a motion to compel a response to discovery, you may submit a copy (as the original would have 

to have been filed with the clerk) of said motion to the Court with a proposed order giving the opposing 

party 10 days from the date of the order to comply.  There is no requirement for a hearing on such a motion 

and the Court will issue an order.  Gaspar, Inc. v. Naples Fed. Sav. & Loan Ass’n., 546 So.2d 764 (Fla 5th 1989) 

Notice for Trial 

When your case is ready for trial, please provide my office with a Notice for Trial (with the anticipated full 

length of time necessary for the trial) and your case will be scheduled on the next available Docket Call/Case 

Management Docket. If you are self-represented and wish to inquire about your case status or are looking 

to schedule a hearing, you may complete a Form A or B (as applicable) at www.circuit19.org   The Court 

will issue a Docket Call/Case Management Order which will contain a Docket Call/Case Management 

Conference date and time.  Attorney trials will be held on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Pro-Se trials on 

Tuesdays, or as set by the Court.  

http://www.courtcall.com/
http://www.circuit19.org/programs/prgMediation.html
http://www.circuit19.org/programs/prgMediation.html
http://www.circuit19.org/judges/schwab/forms/O-Referral%20to%20Family%20Mediation.doc
http://www.circuit19.org/judges/schwab/forms/O-Referral%20to%20Family%20Mediation.doc


Continuances 

If a case is set for a Motion, Docket Call/Case Management Conference, or Trial and you desire a 

continuance (for good reason), you must first contact the other party (attorney) and determine if they will 

stipulate to a continuance.  If so, please submit a stipulated motion for continuance and proposed order.  If 

stipulated, the Court will almost always agree.  If there is no stipulation, file the motion and contact the 

Court for a hearing date and time, just as with any other motion.  Any such motion must be filed as soon as 

you are aware of the need for a continuance.  If an emergency occurs, contact the other party and the Court 

as soon as possible to resolve such an issue.  

Post Judgment Cases 

All Post Judgment cases must be referred to the Magistrate. Once there is an Order of Referral you may 

object in a timely manner. Should there be an Objection entered the case then would be heard before the 

Judge. Should no Objection be filed the case, it would then remain with the Magistrate and any hearing 

dates and/or questions would be handled by the Magistrate’s assistant.  

Domestic/Repeat Violence Cases: 

Please be advised that you must contact the domestic violence clerk in person or at (772) 462-6911 to obtain 

or file a petition -- or to schedule any and all hearings for motions in domestic violence cases, such as a 

motion to modify or to dissolve.  Do not send any petitions or motions directly to this office.  Do not contact 

this office for hearing times on these cases.  If a petition is filed, the clerk will provide it to the Court and 

the Court will issue an appropriate order.  The Court will set the date for the hearing on a petition, if 

necessary.  All hearings will be on a Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. 

Legal Advice 

Should you contact this office with any legal questions and/or advice, please be advised we are not at liberty 

to provide any legal advice but do advise that contact an attorney of your choosing. Should you have 

questions about scheduling or any of the office procedures please feel free to contact Ula Sullivan at 772-

462-1474 or by e-mail sullivanu@circuit19.org 

E-Mail/ Faxes: 

You may e-mail correspondence or copies of any pleading, notice of hearing, or proposed order (in Word 

only) to sullivanu@circuit19.org   You must include the opposing counsel or party (if pro-se) as a copy 

recipient on all e-mail correspondence and CLEARLY indicate that you have done so in the e-mail. 

Please do not fax to this office without prior approval. Faxes received by this office without prior approval 

will not be considered by the court. 

Judge’s Approach: 

The role of a Court is to facilitate and provide a forum for the fair and reasonable resolution of disputes 

with fair and firm rules to provide confidence in the accomplishment of that resolution.   
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The fair and firm rules are clearly set forth in the statutes, the rules of procedure, the rules of evidence, and 

local administrative rules.  They will be followed.  

Facts are the only variable in any given case.  As such, the Court will focus on relevant information to assist 

in the determination of the facts.  The Court will intervene to maintain the focus on the evidence which will 

assist in that determination.  It is the attorney’s role is to manage the presentation of their case.  The Court 

has an obligation to effectively and efficiently consider all the relevant and admissible evidence, and only 

relevant and admissible evidence.  The issues in any case are fundamentally simple.  The facts can be 

complex.  But there is seldom, if ever, a “big winner” or “big loser” in any domestic relations case.  A fair 

and reasonable outcome needs to be just that.  As the Court will issue a fair and reasonable order/judgment, 

there is no need for an overbearing style of presentation or aggressive posture to be taken.  Present evidence 

to establish facts which assist the Court in making a final decision.  

The Court will, as possible, promptly set all matters that are ready for resolution for resolution.  Any cases 

that have previously been set, prior to my arrival, for a final hearing/trial will likely be noticed for a new 

and earlier date for resolution.  That date will be as soon as possible.  If you receive that new date and you 

have a conflict, try to resolve the conflict.  If the conflict cannot be resolved, please notify the judge’s office 

and the opposing counsel.  The Court is attempting to bring those cases to resolution as soon as possible.   

It is anticipated that the over 75 cases that have already set for trial in 2016 by the previous judge, which 

will be reset on earlier dates, will consume all of the Court’s free trial time (and then some) for the first 6 

months of this assignment.  Every intention is to try those cases before July, 2016.  Therefore, any of the 

notices for trial, filed after September 1, 2015 will be set on a docket call in late March, April, or thereafter 

for anticipated trial dates in late July, 2016 and beyond.  The Court will get caught up.  By November 2016, 

it is anticipated that trials will start being set within 2 months of the docket call. 

The Court will insist that all attorneys and parties treat each other, the Court, and Court personnel with the 

upmost respect, as required by the professional rules of conduct.  Be courteous. 

I will take the bench when the schedule says I am to be on the bench.  If you or your party is not there, I 

will begin the hearing without you if you are the non-moving party, or I will strike the notice of hearing if 

you are the moving party.  Be timely.   

Settlement between the parties is always the best method of resolving any case.  Work towards an agreed 

upon outcome as soon as possible.  If a case must be decided upon by the Court, it always will take longer, 

be more expense to the parties, and will often cause greater stress to the parties and their families.  

I look forward to working with the attorneys and parties in this division to assist in resolving the matters 

before me.  I ask for your assistance and patience in this regard.  I hope that you will find my attention to 

these matters to be satisfactory, my schedule to be logical – as well as capable of resolving the matters in a 

timely manner-, and my style to be friendly.  I tend to keep my words and rulings simple, to the point, 

legally correct, and, hopefully, helpful to the parties. 


