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KANAREK, J.,  
 
 The Appellant raises a number of issues on appeal, including the denial of his demand for 

a jury trial. 

 On August 13, 2012, Target filed a Statement of Claim against the Appellant seeking 

monetary damages for breach of a credit card agreement.  On October 26, 2012, the Appellant 

filed a timely demand for a jury trial pursuant to Fla. Sm. Cl. R. 7.150.  Several days thereafter he 

filed an Answer and Affirmative Defenses.  A pre-trial conference was scheduled for November 

29, 2012.  On November 16, 2012, the court, without hearing, entered an order denying the 

Appellant’s request for a jury trial. 



 Article I, §22 of the Florida Constitution guarantees the right to a jury trial in any type of 

civil case that was triable by a jury as a matter of right in 1845, the date Florida’s first constitution 

became effective.  Department of Revenue v. The Printing House, 644 So.2d 498 (Fla. 1995).  This 

constitutional right is not only for specific proceedings that existed before the adoption of our 

constitution but applies to proceedings of a like nature as they may arise.  O’Neal v Florida A&M 

University, 989 So.2d 6 (Fla 1st DCA 2008). 

 In this case, a suit on a contract seeking monetary damages is an action at law, and the 

Appellant is therefore entitled to a trial by jury.  We therefore reverse and remand the case with 

directions to grant the Appellant a jury trial. 

 

 Reversed and remanded. 

 

 

HAWLEY, J. and MORGAN, Acting Circuit Judge, concur 
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