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A MESSAGE FROM THE JUDGE
by Judge Jennifer Alcorta Waters

We are very lucky to have Katharine Alonzo She is most proud of her work in creating When she isn’t traveling, Katie can be
as the public defender on our Mental and implementing the mental health found reading or doing projects. She
Health Court team.
courts in the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit.
said that with “YouTube” you can
teach yourself anything! She went
Katie was born in beautiful (but chilly) In her personal life, Katie is really busy! through a period wherein she taught
Vermont, but spent her childhood in sunny Katie is married with two adult children. herself how to sew. Now, she is into
Florida. She grew up in Brevard county and Her oldest child just graduated from woodworking, and is now creating a
attended Florida State University for her college and her second child is a student at woodworking shop in her new house.
undergraduate degree. She graduated with UCF. Katie and her family love to travel.
her Juris Doctorate from the University of Their vacations are jammed packed as they We are proud and honored to have
Florida.
want to see as much as they can. She also Katie as a part of our team!
said that they love to explore and don’t
Katie has always been passionate about generally travel to the same place twice.
defending clients, and started interning for Her family’s passion for travel started with
the public defender’s office as a law her daughter’s Make a Wish Trip to Paris.
student. Her entire career has been Katie described it as a “perfect” trip.
dedicated to the public defender’s office. Katie’s favorite trip is “always the next
She loves her work at the PD’s office one.” She said that she loves to have
because it has given, and continues to give, something to look forward to. Her motto
her the opportunity to help people through in life is “everything happens for a reason”
very difficult situations.
and that is absolutely true in travel!
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MEET THE TEAM

JUDGE JENNIFER WATERS
PRESIDING JUDGE

ROBERT RODGERS
CASE MANAGER

KATIE ALONZO
PUBLIC DEFENDER

JENNIFER OWENS
PEER SPECIALIST

LAUREN SWEET
STATE ATTORNEY

SHIRLEY GARCIA
CASE MANAGER

MICHELLE DERRICO
PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE

YURI PARRAGA
COURT CASE MANAGER

ELISA SNYDER
MARTIN COUNTY JAIL

DR. EFRAIN ACOSTA-LEON
PSYCHIATRIST

CODY BOTHE
LCSW

DONALD SELBY
MENTAL HEALTH HOUSE

KRISTIN TRENHAM, ARNP
NURSE PRACTITIONER

SHARYN KRIM
PROJECT LIFT

CASSANDRA GORDON
APD

CAROL HARPER
CLERK

MAKEDA JAMES
FORENSIC SPECIALIST

DEANA GREEN
FACT TEAM

DEE SIEVERT
JUDICIAL ASSISTANT

HUGH DOVE
DOVES NEST

CHARRISE VAN BIESEN
SEFBHN
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EMPLOYMENT HIGHLIGHTS

We would like to highlight and thank the employers that partner with us to hire our program's participants.
Through these employment opportunities, the lives and progress of our participants are significantly impacted in
a positive manner. Thanks to your support they are able to learn, obtain important life skills, support themselves,
be productive, feel that they are able to accomplish the goals they set for themselves, and see that they belong.

THANK YOU!
Our Mental Health Court team would like to
thank the following members of the community
for attending the graduation on December 9th,
2021 and for supporting our program and its
participants:
Dawn Boulding, 19th Judicial Circuit
Eula Clarke, Stuart Mayor
Stephen Quintyne, Coral Shores CEO
Michelle Miller, Human Services Administrator
We sincerely appreciate each and every one of you
and hope you continue to attend. Thank you!

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
We had our largest graduation class ever
with 11 Mental Health Court graduates!
Our team completed the Community of
Practice by the Council of State
Government's Justice Center.
Some of our team members spoke to
TCPalm about the importance of destigmatizing mental health, supporting
our Mental Health Court program, and
shared with them what our participants
would like to see covered on the news.
Our team was invited to attend the NAMI
Townhall on Mental Health where we
participated and discussed our program.

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT
There are currently
80 participants
enrolled with a total
of 95 cases.

We have partnerships
for employment with 3
organizations.

39 are misdemeanors,
and 41 are felonies.

32 of the participants
are currently
employed.

Since January of 2021,
53 new participants
have entered our
program.

64 have been approved
for or receive some
type of benefit or
assistance.

LASTLY…
Our team and our program participants would
like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
Our next Mental Health Court graduation will
be on March 24th, 2022!

