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Judge Lawrence Mirman Procedures FOR CIVIL NON-JURY CASES 
(RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE PROCEDURES 

ARE A SEPARATE DOCUMENT, POSTED at www.circuit19.org) 
 

OFFICE ADDRESSES AND LOCATIONS 
 

Non-Jury Civil Matters Residential Foreclosure Matters  
St. Lucie County Courthouse St. Lucie West Courthouse Annex 
218 S. 2nd Street, Suite 320 218 South 2nd Street, Suite 320 
Fort Pierce, FL 34950 Fort Pierce, FL 34950 
Hearings are held in Courtroom 3E Hearings held in Courtroom 3E 

 
SERVICE OF DOCUMENTS 

 
For Non-Jury Civil, Commercial Foreclosures and Jury Trial matters (if applicable): Via e-service to 
Rosas@circuit19.org, where permitted or required by rule, or U.S. mail to the Honorable Lawrence Mirman, 
St. Lucie County Courthouse, 218 S. 2nd Street, Suite 320, Fort Pierce, FL 34950. (Judge Mirman’s courtroom at 
the St. Lucie County Courthouse in Fort Pierce, FL, is Courtroom 3E.) 

 
For Residential Foreclosure matters: Via U.S. mail only. All pleadings, motions, orders and self-addressed, stamped 
service envelopes must be mailed to The Honorable Lawrence Mirman, St. Lucie County Courthouse, 218 S. 
2nd Street, Suite 320, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 for processing. (Residential Foreclosure hearings are held at the St. 
Lucie Courthouse.) 

 
Facsimile Transmissions: DO NOT send materials by facsimile. The court has the ability to electronically view 
documents filed with the clerk.  You can simply e-mail the J.A. and make a request for the court to view the filing, 
if appropriate. If otherwise necessary, E-mail documents to the J.A. or send them by U.S. mail, courier, overnight 
express, etc. 

Index for Sections below: 
1: Ruling on Motions to Dismiss/Motions relating to pleadings 

2: Motion/Hearing Practice 

3: Special Sets over 45 minutes 

4: Uniform Motion Calendar 

5: Attorneys Appearing by Phone 

6: Briefs 

7: Discovery Litigation 

8: Compelling Discovery Ex-Parte 

9: Case Management conferences 

10: Setting cases for trial 

11: Trial Preparation 

12: Motions for Rehearing/Reconsideration 

13: Mediation Rules 

14: Residential Mortgage Foreclosures 

http://www.circuit19.org/
mailto:Rosas@circuit19.org
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1. RULING ON MOTIONS RELATING TO PLEADINGS: Motions to Dismiss (and 
less frequently Motions for More Definite Statement). If requested to do so, the court 
will initially consider all Motions to Dismiss filed pursuant to Rule 1.140(b) and Motions 
for More Definite Statement filed pursuant to Rule 1.140(e), without a hearing. Because 
the court would not otherwise know of the existence of the motion, the attorney seeking 
such in camera review must alert the court to the existence of the motion to dismiss and 
ask for an in camera review. The party seeking such review should confer with opposing 
counsel and determine whether there is a request to file a responsive brief before the 
court considers ruling in chambers, and so advise the court. After considering the written 
filings, the court will either rule in chambers or decide that a hearing is necessary. If a 
hearing is necessary, the court will enter an order to that effect. After the Order is entered 
stating that a hearing is required, either party may schedule a hearing and file the 
appropriate notice. The party seeking review shall e-mail a generic order 
granting/denying/setting for hearing the motion in Word format to the court’s judicial 
assistant for the court’s use (to be e-filed by the court). It is very easy for the court to 
lose track of these. So, if the court does not make a timely ruling (within a week) feel 
free to contact the judicial assistant and remind the court of the need for a ruling. 

2. MOTION/HEARING PRACTICE:FILE THE MOTION FIRST! Hearings may not be 
specially set until the motion is actually filed with the Clerk. Hearing dates must be 
approved by opposing counsel or pro se parties. Good faith cooperation is expected. 
UMC and special set hearings are both to be set by the attorneys using the ONLINE 
SYSTEM. After you use the online system to SPECIAL set any hearing, send an e-mail 
to the court’s judicial assistant at Rosas@circuit19.org as a courtesy to notify her that you 
have set a hearing. Similarly, if you file a brief in response or opposition to a motion that 
is coming up for hearing, send the J.A. an e-mail notification that you have done so. This 
will allow the judge to look at your case as soon as possible and prepare for the hearing. 
(See section 8 below for more on briefs). 

Additional motions may not be “piggy-backed” by cross-notice unless counsel 
opposing counsel agrees, and the Judge’s Judicial Assistant approves the request. 

If a pro-se party wishes to set a hearing on the online system, the pro-se party 
should request that the attorney on the other side of the case do so. The pro-se party 
should consult with the attorney to find a mutually agreeable time. If there is no attorney 
on the other side of the case, or if attorney does not agree that a hearing should be set, the 
pro-se party may call the court’s judicial assistant and request that the court set the 
hearing.   The judge will evaluate the situation and determine if a hearing should be set. 
If so, the court will set the hearing using the online system. 

3. SPECIAL SETS OVER 45: You must have court approval before setting a special set 
hearing for a longer time length than 45 minutes, excluding residential foreclosures. In 
order to do so, please e-mail a request to do so to Rosas@circuit19.org, or call 772-462- 
1469. For special set residential foreclosure hearing time in excess of 45 minutes, please 
mail a hard copy of the motion, proposed order and service envelopes to the Foreclosure 
Department at the St. Lucie West Courthouse Annex for the court’s review and 
consideration, and, if necessary, a hearing date will be provided. 

4. UMC- Uniform Motion Calendar will normally be held Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and/or Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Please note, however, 
that on days when Judge Mirman is scheduled for First Appearances, a Uniform Motion 

mailto:Rosas@circuit19.org
mailto:Rosas@circuit19.org
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Calendar may be held from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. All hearings must be scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. (or at 10:00 a.m. if the calendar has been modified to allow for First 
Appearances). Please refer to Judge Mirman’s calendar posted on our web site 
(www.circuit19.org) to confirm available dates and times. Counsel shall not schedule 
motions on the UMC Calendar with the Judge’s Judicial Assistant. 

Hearings at UMC are limited to 10 minutes per case (not per motion). Normally 
UMC will be heard on a “first come, first served” basis. If the judge runs out of time on 
UMC, any remaining hearings will need to be rescheduled. UMC hearings are non- 
evidentiary.  Testimony may not be presented. 

Counsel who filed the UMC motion must bring a proposed order to the hearing 
(generic orders granting/denying with at least five lines for additional provisions may be 
used).  The judge only reads pre-hearing memoranda in relation to special set hearings. 
If you have an important matter requiring briefing and his thought and attention before 
he takes the bench, it probably should not be set on UMC. 

UMC is available to pursue a summary final judgment for liquidated damages, 
including attorney’s fees and costs after a default based upon a proper motion with 
supporting documentation unless a party appears to contest it. If that occurs, an 
evidentiary hearing/trial must be set on such matters. 

Commercial Mortgage Foreclosures/Summary Judgment: If you wish schedule 
your Motion for Summary Judgment for hearing and to attend by telephone please call 
CourtCall directly at 1-888-882-6878 to schedule the hearing and to arrange for your 
appearance by phone. Do not schedule a hearing for Summary Judgment until you have 
filed your motion. 

5. TELEPHONIC APPEARNCE by attorneys is allowed for UMC’s. It is not allowed 
for docket soundings, trials or special set hearings; however, special permission may be 
granted. All proper telephone appearances must be made through CourtCall. When you 
know the date and time of your hearing you must call CourtCall directly at 1-888-882- 
6878 to arrange for your appearance by phone. You must schedule your CourtCall 
appearance at least five (5) working days prior to the hearing. 

6. BREIFS for Special Sets or Trials. The judge assumes that you want him to actually 
read your briefs. So, prepare and file them well in advance of your hearing. He will be 
accessing the case materials by computer, so he prefers that you file your memos in 
advance with the clerk, and not send him a hard copy. 

 
If your hearing is upcoming and you want him to read your brief, you can advise 

the Judicial Assistant by e-mail that the memo is online with the clerk and that you would 
like for him to review it prior to the hearing. He likes to read them on the computer as 
opposed to being inundated with papers. Another option is to send the memo, or 
response, by e-mail to the J.A., who will pass it on to the judge. Digital notebooks in 
Adobe format are welcomed. Rather than sending a binder, e-mail your e-binder to the 
court well in advance of the hearing so that he can read and digest your work. 

When you attach caselaw to anything, highlight the portions you want him to see. 
Do not reasonably expect any judge to read an entire case and fish for your cited 
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DO NOT 

proposition.   If your case goes to trial, he will instruct you in court on his preferred 
method of supplying your proposed judgment with findings of fact. 

7. DISCOVERY LITIGATION: Please make your best effort to resolve discovery 
disputes without court intervention. Every judge who has ever presided over a civil 
docket cites discovery litigation as the worst part of the assignment. The court has read, 
multiple times, the Florida  Trial Attorneys Discovery Handbook.  
http://www.floridatls.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2016-Florida-Handbook.pdf.  
The court likes to act in conformity with its suggestions, designed to deter discovery 
litigation and abuse: namely, imposition of fees when legally appropriate. When 
discovery matters do need court intervention, they must be set for hearing to bring the 
matter to the Court’s attention.  Please consider whether it is appropriate to hear your 
discovery matter on UMC.  If the matter requires thorough understanding of the context 
of the litigation, or involves multiple sub-issues, it may not be appropriate for UMC. 

8. EX-PARTE COMPELLING DISCOVERY - When a motion to compel discovery 
alleges a complete failure to respond or object to discovery, and the time for complying 
with the discovery request has lapsed and there has been no request for an extension of 
time, an Ex Parte order may be entered requiring compliance with the original discovery 
demand within ten (10) days of the signing of the order. The movant shall submit the 
proposed order in Word format to the court’s J.A. to be e-signed and e-filed. 

9. SETTING CASES FOR TRIAL; Once you file a notice for trial, alert the J.A. who will 
place the case on a trial docket. Mediation is required for all cases, unless excused by 
the court in a particular case (see rules below). PLEASE NOTE, if a joint pre-trial 
statement is not filed prior to docket call, the case will not be set for trial at docket call. 
It will be the responsibility of the lawyers and pro se litigants to keep track of their 
position on the trial docket following docket call. If your case settles after you have 
received an order setting a case for trial please first immediately notify the Court’s 
Judicial Assistant by telephone and follow up with a letter advising of settlement. Please 
see Judge  Mirman’s  web  page on www.circuit19.org for dates of docket call and trial 
settings. Telephonic appearance is NOT permitted at docket call. The lawyers must 
appear in person at docket call.   Motions will not be heard by the Court at docket call. 

10. TRIAL PREPARATION: Judge Mirman requires compliance with the Pre-Trial 
Order setting your case for trial, which includes, without limitation, timely submission 
of joint pre- trial statements. Your case will be subject to removal from the trial docket 
if a pre-trial statement is not filed prior to docket call. 

11. set a Motion for Rehearing or Motion for Reconsideration for hearing 
without first receiving permission from the Court via a court order.   If you file such a 
motion, notify the J.A. by phone or e-mail and ask the court to rule on the 
motion/request for hearing. Supply an Order in Word format for the court’s use. 

12. CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCES:  Case management conferences will be 
done at the request of a litigant who thinks one will be productive.  You can special set 
a case management hearing by filing a motion and using the online-set method. (note- 
there is a different procedure to set a case management conference for residential 
mortgage foreclosures.  Please read the Residential Mortgage Foreclosure Procedures 
posted at www.circuit19.org.) 

13. MEDIATION RULES: Plaintiff must coordinate the mediation conference and must 
submit an order setting mediation to the Court which can be e-mailed to the J.A. for e- 

http://www.floridatls.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2016-Florida-Handbook.pdf
http://www.circuit19.org/
http://www.circuit19.org/
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filing or in hard copy to be e-filed. The following rules for mediation apply, and must 
either be specifically listed in the mediation order or be incorporated in it by reference: 
a. The personal appearance of counsel who will try the case and their clients (a 
management representative if a corporate party) with full authority to enter into a full and 
complete compromise and settlement is mandatory. An insured party must have a fully 
authorized representative, not just the attorney for the insurance company, attend the 
mediation conference. The insurance representative must have written authority to settle 
the case up to the policy limits, and must present the authority to the mediator at the 
beginning of the mediation session. b. The Court will impose sanctions for all parties that 
do not personally attend the conference. The participants must be prepared to spend as 
much time as is necessary to settle the case or until an impasse is declared by the mediator. 
c. The parties may present a brief written summary of the facts and issues to the mediator 
five (5) days before the conference. d. All discussions, representations and statements 
made at the mediation conference are privileged as settlement negotiations. e. Unless 
agreed otherwise by the parties, the mediator must be compensated equally by the parties. 
(Mediation will not be required in any case where the sole claim is for forfeiture under 
F.S. Sec. 932.701 if both parties stipulate that it would not be fruitful.) 

14. RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE FORECLOSURES (RMF’s): Residential Mortgage 
Foreclosure matters are heard at the St. Lucie West Courthouse Annex ONLY. To learn 
all  of  the  procedures  relating  to  RMF’s, 

 

provided on the bottom of the webpage associated with Judge Mirman on the 
www.circuit19.org website. Remember, for special set residential foreclosure hearing 
time in excess of 45 minutes, please mail a hard copy of the motion, proposed order and 
service envelopes to the Foreclosure Department at the St. Lucie West Courthouse Annex 
for the court’s review and consideration, and, if necessary, a hearing date will be 
provided. 

 Please  read  the  Residential  Mortgage 
Foreclosure Procedures  posted at www.circuit19.org. A link to the procedures is 
 

http://www.circuit19.org/
http://www.circuit19.org/
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