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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
 IN AND FOR ST. LUCIE COUNTY 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2020-08 

 
IN RE:  RELEASE OF CERTAIN PRETRIAL DETAINEES TO MITIGATE 

THREAT OF COVID-19 IN SAINT LUCIE COUNTY JAIL 
 

WHEREAS, both Florida law and the Florida rules of court authorize a chief judge to 
remove a condition of bail or reduce the amount of bond set for a pretrial detainee.  See 
§903.02(2)(b), Fla. Stat. and Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.131(d).  

 
WHEREAS, there exists in Florida a public health emergency; 
 
WHEREAS, within the last week an emergency situation has developed relating to the 

spread of COVID-19 at the Saint Lucie County Jail.  There are currently twenty six inmates who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 and there are currently an additional two hundred and one 
inmates who have been quarantined at the jail, awaiting test results;  

 
WHEREAS, Ken Mascara, the Sheriff of Saint Lucie County, in order to deal with this 

crisis situation, has requested the authority granted pursuant to this Order; 
 
WHEREAS, State Attorney Bruce Colton, has been advised of this extraordinary 

emergency situation and agrees to the Sheriff’s request; 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish emergency procedures to permit the release of 

certain pretrial detainees from the custody of the Saint Lucie County jail. Both Florida law and the 
Florida rules of court authorize a chief judge to remove a condition of bail or reduce the amount 
of bond set for a pretrial detainee. See §903.02(2)(b), Fla. Stat. and Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.131(d); 

 
THEREFORE, by the power vested in the chief judge under article V, section 2(d) of the 

Florida Constitution; section 43.26, Florida Statutes; and Florida Rules of Judicial Administration 
2.2 l 5(b)(2) and (b)(8), it is ORDERED: 

 
1. Eligibility for Pretrial Release 
The Saint Lucie County Sheriff is authorized to release any pretrial detainee arrested for a 

municipal or county ordinance violation, a misdemeanor offense, a criminal traffic offense, or a 
third degree felony offense. 
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2. Release of Eligible Pretrial Detainees Who Pose No Safety Threat 
The Sheriff, or his designee, is authorized to use his or her discretion in releasing only such 

eligible pretrial detainees in section 1 of this administrative order who are believed to not pose a 
threat to the safety of the citizens of Saint Lucie County, Florida. 

 
3. Effective Date 
This administrative order is effective immediately. 
 
DONE AND ORDERED at Stuart, Florida this 26th day of May, 2020. 

       
      _______________________________ 
      LAWRENCE MIRMAN, CHIEF JUDGE 

 


